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2018 Vintage 

2018 was another  idy l l ic  v intage in Margaret  River .  The season began 

with a  nice even budburst  af ter  average winter  ra infa l l .  A mi ld  spr ing 

fol lowed ensur ing good f lowering and f rui t  set .  A moderate  start  to 

summer,  with no heat extremes,  set  up the harvest  wel l  with a l l  var iet ies  

display ing f lavour intens i ty  and br ight acidi ty .  There was an abundance 

of  Marr i  blossom which meant bi rd pressure was pract ica l ly  non -existent  

whi lst  a l l  grapes were harvested.  In summary 2018 wi l l  be remembered 

as an outstanding Margaret  River v intage ! 

Vineyards  

The 2018 S .R .S .  Syrah was made exclusive ly  f rom 27yo Shi raz grapes 

purchased of f  the  Chapman Grove vineyard;  a  v ineyard long renowned 

for  growing e legant and highly  perfumed Shiraz f rui t .  The vineyard i s  

s i tuated on classic Margaret  River gravel  loam soi ls  and faces in  a  

souther ly  di rect ion which avoids the harsh  afternoon heat .    

Winemaking 

Most  of  the f rui t  was  se lect ive ly  machine harvested and t ipped stra ight  

into open fermenters .  Th is  year we added smal l  amounts of  whole  bunch 

f rui t  and sun dr ied sta lks ,  both  designed to give  added complexi ty  and 

spice .  The dr ied stems were placed in the bottom of  the open fermenter  

and the whole berr ies were then poured over the sta lks .  After  a  short  

soak the wi ld  ferment k icked in .  Once  the ferment was  act ive  we star ted 

to plunge and foot  stomp the whole berr ies and dr ied stems.  After  

ferment was complete we pressed the sk ins and transfer red the wine 

into 20% new French oak puncheons for  15  months maturat ion .   
 

Tasting Notes  

This  unashamedly medium bodied Syrah shows lovely  l i f ted spice ,  c love ,  

orange peel ,  l iquor ice ,  p lum, blackberry  and earthy notes .   The palate 

displays a  wonderful  core of  e legant  blue/black f rui ts ,  spice and f ine 

tannins .  The l i f ted f rui ts  on the nose are supported by a  core of  dark 

berr ies  and spicy oak tannin .  Dr inking wel l  at  the moment the  wine wi l l  

develop added complexi ty  over  the next  6  months and then age 

graceful ly  for  10 years or  more .  2018 was s imply  one of  the greatest  ever  

red vintages in Margaret  River ’s  re lat ive ly  short  50 year his tory . 

 

Technical Specifications  

Blend    100% Margaret  River Shi raz  

Alcohol     14 .6%  

Acid ity    5.95g/L  

pH     3.55  

S.R.S. stands for Sub Regional Series. 

Carefully selected individual grape  

varieties that excel within a certain  

sub-region. These wines represent the 

very best varietal wines under the  

Flametree Wines label and will only be 

made in the best vintages, volumes will 

be small and availability very limited. 

Exceptional in quality, complexity and 

finesse.  


